In an attempt to cleave a tin-carbon bond in a tetraorganotin compound, bis(3-methyl-2-thienyl)diphenyltin (0.47 g,1 mmol) and trimethylphenylammonium tribromide (0.38 g, 1 mmol) were heated in ethanol for three hours. Colourless blocks of (I) separated from solution after a few days.
In the centrosymmetric title compound, [Sn 4 Br 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 8 O 2 -(OH) 2 ], the four tin(IV) atoms are bridged by the hydroxo and oxo ligands, forming a ladder-like array of three edgeconnected Sn 2 O 2 squares. The two independent tin atoms show distorted trigonal-bipyramidal SnC 2 O 3 and SnC 2 O 2 Br coordination geometries.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Sn 4 Br 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 8 Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 software (Bruker, 2008) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009). Fig. 1 . View of (I) at the 50% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. Unlabelled atoms are generated by the symmetry operation (1-x, 1-y, 1-z).
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